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Dental Technicians
Scope for Dental Technology Practice

The Scope of Practice for Dental Technicians ioséin the documented “Detailed
Scope for Dental Technology Practice” producedanalished from time to time by the
Dental Council of New Zealand.

Dental Technology practice is a subset of the m@acif dentistry, and is commensurate
with a Dental Technician's approved educationningi and competence.

It involves processes and procedures associatédatdesign, manufacture and repair
of fixed and removable oral and extraoral applisrexed prostheses prescribed by a
practising dental specialist, dentist, clinical @gtechnician, medical practitioner or
other practising health practitioner.

The working relationship between dental technicemd prescribing practising health
practitioners is set out in the Dental Council Cofleractice — The Practice of Dental
Technology and Clinical Dental Technology and tleking relationship within the
Practice of Dentistry.

Detailed Scope for Dental Technology Practice

The Dental Council of New Zealand defines the praadf Dental Technology as
processes and procedures associated with the desdgnufacture and repair of fixed and
removable oral and extraoral appliances and presthprescribed by a practising dental
specialist, dentist, clinical dental techniciandmeal practitioner or other practising
health practitioner.

This involves:

o selection of appropriate dental materials for tesigh, manufacture and repair of
fixed and removable oral and extraoral appliancesmostheses prescribed by a
practising dental specialist, dentist, clinical @gtechnician, medical practitioner
or other practising health practitioner.

. processes and procedures associated with the desgnufacture and repair of
complete removable dentures and overdentures.



processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
removable partial dentures including precisioncittaents.

processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
fixed and removable orthodontic appliances.

processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
crowns and bridges including precision attachmentsatural teeth and implants.
processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
implant overdentures and implant supported dentures

processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
tissue and implant supported maxillofacial, ocalad auricular appliances and
prostheses, and other appliances and prosthesdgadvn the overall prosthetic
rehabilitation of patients.

processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
specialist treatment appliances such as, but mieli to: diagnostic stents and
radiographic stents, appliances for the treatmetgroporomandibular disorders,
appliances for the treatment of speech disordppiaaces for the treatment of
sleep disorders and appliances for the treatmeatidib disorders.

undertake shade taking and shade checking, whighimolude the removal of a
pre- loosened temporary crown and try-in of they@arent crown, without removal
or placement of an abutment, as prescribed bystsmir dental specialists under
specific conditions as set out below and as desdrilow.

the removal of a pre-loosened temporary crown grahtor a permanent crown
under the prescription of, and prior to the fintlrfg by, a dentist or dental
specialist including clear, written procedures juted by the referring dentist or
dental specialist which the technician must follow.

Practice in this context goes wider than dentditetogy to include teaching, research,
and management, given that such roles influenogaliand technical practice and
public safety. Areas of dental technology practia were not included in a
practitioner’s training should not be undertakefess the practitioner has completed
appropriate training and practices to the standzagdired by the relevant Code of
Practice.

Prescribed Qualifications

Diploma in Dental Technology (issued by a New Zedladucational institution)
and commenced prior to 18 September 2004; or

Bachelor of Dental Technology (University of Otago)

an approved overseas dental technology qualifioapfus a pass in the New
Zealand Dental Technicians Registration Examination



Clinical Dental Technicians
Scope for Clinical Dental Technology Practice

The Scope of Practice for Clinical Dental Techmei#s set out in the documented
“Detailed Scope for Clinical Dental Technology Rie&”’ produced and published from
time to time by the Dental Council of New Zealand.

Clinical Dental Technology practice is a subsethefpractice of dentistry, and is
commensurate with a Clinical Dental Technicianisraped education, training and
competence.

It involves the scope of practice for Dental Techams, plus the fitting of complete
removable dentures and the fitting of some othees$yof removable dentures and oral
and extraoral appliances under specific conditieas set out in the detailed scope of
practice.

The working relationship between clinical dentahieicians and prescribing practising
health practitioners is set out in the Dental Cdubode of Practice — The Practice of
Dental Technology and Clinical Dental Technologg éime working relationship within
the Practice of Dentistry.

Detailed Scope for Clinical Dental Technology Practice

The Dental Council defines the practice of clinidahtal technology as:

. processes and procedures associated with the desgnfacture and repair of
fixed and removable oral and extraoral appliancesmostheses prescribed by a
practising dentist, dental specialist, medical ptiacer or other authorised health
practitioner as set out in the detailed scope émtal technology practice.

o the fitting of removable complete dentures andfittiag of some other types of
removable dentures and oral and extraoral appls&ancder specific conditions as
set out below and as described below.

o the trial fitting and repair of removable complata partial implant overdentures
prescribed and fitted by, a dentist or dental spesti

As well as the activities delineated in the deth8eope for dental technology practice,

clinical dental technology practice involves:

o fitting and relining of removable complete overdeet when there are no natural
teeth remaining and there is no diseased or unihéalel or soft tissue.

. fitting and relining removable partial denturesjsgbto the patient having obtained
an oral health certificate from a dentist or despacialist.

. taking impressions and undertaking other non-ingslinical procedures involved
in the construction of complete and partial immesl@dentures on the prescription
of, and prior to the final fitting by, a dentist dental specialist.

. taking impressions, relining and undertaking otr@m-invasive clinical procedures
involved in the construction of removable complatel partial root/tooth



overdentures subject to the patient having obtaamedral health certificate from
and on the prescription of a dentist or dental igiet; and prior to the final fitting
by a dentist or dental specialist.
fitting and repair of extraoral maxillofacial prbstses under the prescription of a
dentist, dental specialist or medical practitioner.
taking impressions and undertaking other non ineasiinical procedures involved
in the construction of removable complete and ghirtiplant overdentures on the
prescription of, and prior to the final fitting bg,dentist or dental specialist. This
does not include removal or placement of abutmsumth as healing, temporary or
permanent, or impression copings.
repairing removable, complete and partial implardgrdentures prescribed and
fitted by a dentist or dental specialist and appete referral when indicated.
relining removable complete and partial implantroestures on the prescription
of, and prior to the final fitting by, and dent@tdental specialist.
carrying out the clinical procedures associatett witplant overdentures only if
they have established a formal professional relatip with a dental team which
may include a dentist or dental specialist.
in relation to the above activities:
- Obtaining medical and dental histories and cormsyvith other health
practitioners as appropriate.
- Examination of the oral tissues to ensure thap#i@nt’s mouth is fit for
purpose and free of disease, disorder or abnogmalit
- Referral of patients to a dentist, dental specialisnedical practitioner
when any disease, disorder or abnormality is detect
- Referral of patients to a dentist, dental specialisnedical practitioner for a
prescription for an oral health certificate ancatneent plan where required.
- Preparation of a treatment plan (in associatioh wiprescription if
required) and communicating this to the patient.
- Oral health education and promotion.

Practice in this context goes wider than clinicahiél technology to include teaching,
research, and management, given that such rolesmae clinical and technical practice
and public safety.

Areas of clinical dental technology practice whieére not included in a practitioner’s
training should not be undertaken unless the pi@oér has completed appropriate
training and practises to the standard requirethéypental Council Policy on Advanced
Areas of Practice and the Code of Practice on Thetiee of Dental Technology and
Clinical Dental Technology and the working relasbip within the Practice of Dentistry.

Prescribed Qualifications

Registration in the dental technology scope offita@nd a postgraduate Diploma
in Clinical Dental Technology (University of Otago)



Additional Scopes of Practice for Clinical Dental Technology Practice
Scope for Implant Overdentures

The Scope for Implant Overdentures in Clinical Réfitechnology Practice is set out in
the documented “Detailed Scope for Implant Ovendier®t” produced and published from
time to time by the Dental Council of New Zealand.

The scope involves clinical procedures associatddtive design, manufacture, trial
fitting and repair of removable complete and pammplant overdentures prescribed and
fitted by a practising dentist or dental specialist

Detailed Scope for Implant Overdentures

As well as the activities delineated in the dethdeopes for dental technology and
clinical dental technology practice, the additiosebpe for implant overdenture practice
includes:

. taking impressions and undertaking other non imeasliinical procedures involved
in the construction of removable complete and ghirtiplant overdentures on the
prescription of, and prior to the final fitting bg,dentist or dental specialist.

. repairing removable complete and partial implargrdentures prescribed and
fitted by a dentist or dental specialist and appete referral when indicated.

o relining removable complete and partial implantroestures on the prescription
of, and prior to the final fitting by, a dentist dental specialist.

Prescribed Qualification

o Registration as a Clinical Dental Technician plusience of appropriate training,
completion or commencement of at least 8 documerdeds and a competency
attestation from an appropriately qualified deristlental specialist.

Final fitting means ensuring the patient is nefdback to the prescribing dentist for the ongamagitoring and
management of that patient’s oral health.

The prescribed qualification above was availabii @ July 2007. Thereafter the prescribed qigatfon for
registration in the additional scope of Implant femtures will be the successful completion of &N2&pproved
implant overdenture course or a pass in the DCNaam overdenture registration examination.



