DENTAL COUNCIL

Te Kaunibera Tiaki Niho

1 September 2011
Dear practitioner,

Consultation Feedback on the Proposed Adult Care in Dental Therapy
Scope of Practice

A consultation document was issued to stakehololeizl March 2011 proposing that
the existing Adult Care in Dental Therapy ScopePddctice be amended to allow
practitioners to practise under eitlaérect clinical supervision or clinical guidance,
depending on the practitioner’s qualifications.

At its meeting on 23 May 2011, Council noted a mgjssupport for the proposal to
amend the scope of practice and agreement thattthigye will not compromise the
public’s safety. The Council approved the amendnetite Adult Care in Dental
Therapy Scope of Practice to contain provisiorpi@ctitioners to practise under
eitherdirect clinical supervision or clinical guidance, depending on the practitioner’s
qualifications.

The current scope of practice cross referencdsetadtivities contained in the general
Dental Therapy Scope of Practice. Council resothatl to ensure clarity for
practitioners and the public, further details af #pecific services associated with this
particular scope are required, and amended thessmigpractice definition

accordingly.

At Council's August 2011 meeting the revised nobt¢he Adult Care in Dental
Therapy Scope of Practice was approved, and trssGeaetted (No. 134, p.3843) on
25 August 2011.

A copy of the revised Adult Care in Dental Ther&xnppe of Practice is attached to
this letter.

Yours sincerely

Mrrar

Marie Warner
Chief Executive



DENTAL COUNCIL

Te Kaunibera Tiaki Niho

Notice of Replacement of Scope of Practice and Prescribed
Qualifications

Pursuant to sections 11 and 12 of the Health Practitioners Competence Assurance Act 2003,
this notice is issued by the Dental Council.

The following replaces the scope of practice for th e “Scope for Adult Care in Dental
Therapy Practice” in the notice published in a Supp lement to the New Zealand Gazette,
20 May 2005, No. 81, at page 1938 and the prescribe d qualifications for the “Scope for
Adult Care in Dental Therapy Practice” in the notic e published in the New Zealand
Gazette, 11 December 2008, No. 192, at page 5104.

Dental Therapy

Scope for Adult Carein Dental Therapy Practice

The provision of oral health assessment, treatnmeahagement and prevention
services; within the general dental therapy scdpeactice; for adult patients aged
18 years and older that, depending on the dergahpiist’'s qualifications, is provided
in a team situation under direct clinical supeniibior the clinical guidanéeof a
practising dentist/s or dental specialist/s. Disgagvention and oral health
promotion and maintenance are core activities.

Prescribed Qualifications

Prescribed qualifications for practising under clinical guidance:

o Certificate in Dental Therapy (issued by the Dapearit of Health or a New
Zealand educational institution); registrationhe tScope of General Dental
Therapy practice and a Dental Council accreditelifigation in adult dental
therapy practick or

o Diploma in Dental Therapy (issued by a New Zealeddcational institution);
registration in the Scope of General Dental Thegagtice and a Dental
Council accredited qualification in adult dentadtthpy practice; or

o Bachelor of Health Science (Endorsement in Denterdpy), University of
Otago; registration in the Scope of General Defterapy practice and a
Dental Council accredited qualification in adulntid therapy practice; or

[

Direct clinical supervision means the clinical supervision provided to a detitarapist by a practising dentist or dental
specialist when the dentist is present on the jzesrat the time the dental therapy work is caroied

Clinical guidance means the professional support and assistancédprbto a dental therapist by a practising detisiental
specialist as part of the provision of overall greted care to the adult patient group. Dentaiagbists and dentists/specialists
normally work from the same premises providing anteapproach. Clinical guidance may be provided distance but
appropriate access must be available to ensurethibatlentist or specialist is able to provide gomand advice, when
required and maintain general oversight of theicdiincare outcomes of the adult patient group.

Currently no training programmes have been adeed
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o Bachelor of Health Science in Oral Health, Auckldhdversity of Technology;
registration in the Scope of General Dental Thegagtice and a Dental
Council accredited qualification in adult dentadthpy practice; or

o Bachelor of Oral Health, University of Otago; regasion in the Scope of
General Dental Therapy Practice and a Dental Cbanciedited qualification
in adult dental therapy practice.

For applicationsreceived before 19 September 2004

o Certificate in Dental Therapy (issued by the Dapearit of Health or a New
Zealand educational institution); registrationhe tScope of General Dental
Therapy Practice and approved experience in thegoo of oral healthcare to
adults under the direction and supervision of didgnvho can attest to
competency; or

o Diploma in Dental Therapy (issued by a New Zealeddcational institution);
registration in the Scope of General Dental TheRgactice and approved
experience in the provision of oral healthcaredolis under the direction and
supervision of a dentist, who can attest to conmuosteor

o Bachelor of Health Science (Endorsement in Denterdpy), University of
Otago; registration in the Scope of General Dehterapy practice and
approved experience in the provision of oral healtd to adults under direction
and supervision of a dentist, who can attest topegency.

Prescribed qualifications for practising under direct clinical supervision:

Currently no training programmes have been acarddit



