
 

 
 
 
11 May 2020 
 
 
Prof Mike Morgan 
Dean 
Faculty of Dentistry 
The University of Otago 
PO Box 56 
Dunedin 9054 
 
Email:  mike.morgan@otago.ac.nz  
 
 
Dear Mike 
 

Thank you for taking the time to respond to the draft alert level 2 guidelines. Please find specific commentary 

on the questions raised in the University of Otago’s submission. 

1. P2: suspected to be COVID-positive (not awaiting test results): This is confusing with regards to the double 

negative. Do you mean "and are awaiting test results" or do you mean "but have not been tested" 

Agree. We have removed (not awaiting test results) from both sections A & B. We consider there is a general 

understanding by practitioners of what suspected COVID-19 means.  

2. P2: All team members within the treatment room during treatment must wear the appropriate PPE: Does 

this include non-treating staff (e.g. receptionists) who are walking through the clinic or delivering something 

to a clinician do they need to wear PPE? 

Yes – to both examples listed. We have amended the sentence to read as follows: 

  All team members within the treatment room/area during treatment must wear the appropriate PPE. 

3. P3: Patient assessment illustration– comments related to the flow in the decision tree. 

Other submitters also raised questions related to the decision tree; and questioned the value. To avoid potential 

confusion and content overlap, we removed this illustration from the guidelines. The assessment questions are 

still retained as text under the section: Steps in assessing a patient for care.   

4. P5: Update footnote with latest virus name  

The footnote was updated to SARS-CoV-2, and the journal name corrected. 

5. P6: Treatment should occur in a negative pressure room. 

This wording is similar to the wording in the approved guidelines for levels 4 and 3.  

 

Again, thank you for taking the time to give us your feedback so quickly during this unprecedented time.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Marie Warner  
Chief Executive  
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