Consultation Question:
Do you support the proposed Supplementary risk management principles for oral health during the
COVID-19 pandemic? If you do not support the draft, please share your concerns, reasons for your
view, and proposed alternatives if you have any.
On behalf of Auckland District Health, thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the
draft Infection Prevention and Control Practice Standard Supplement. Providing such an opportunity
enables a greater understanding of recommendations by professional bodies alongside current and
evolving implementation plans by DHBs. It also supports the move to Living with COVID-19.
Please find attached the ADHB flowcharts for OP and Diagnostics with separate procedural pathways
for your reference which have been established in keeping with the Health ‘Risk Assessment and
Categorisation of Healthcare Workers Exposed to COVID-19’ (October 2021).
The ‘move away’ from the focus on AGP’s as being the principle risk in dental practice is welcomed
and reflects the increasing body of evidence to support this.
While we acknowledge the objective of the principles outlined and broadly support the changes, we
would like to make two recommendations. These recommendations relate to:
-

The alignment to vaccination status in screening and subsequent PPE guidelines
The absence of Rapid Antigen Testing within the guidelines

Screening & use of vaccination
While we recognise that vaccination status directly impacts patient and whānau risk of contracting
COVID-19, under the Ministry of Health ‘Risk Assessment and Categorisation of Healthcare Workers
Exposed to COVID-19’ (October 2021), it does not directly contribute to risk for staff of contracting
COVID-19.
Given the recommendations within the risk assessment and the intent to limit any barriers to access,
considering vaccination status has the potential to increase inequities in access to dental services.
We believe the better approach is to identify low and high-risk patients through screening and to
then consider the nature of the interaction before determining the PPE requirements.
This would be in alignment with the recent published MoH advice on this issue – “Ministry of Health
position statement on pre-consultation testing of unvaccinated individuals in healthcare settings”
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid19-information-health-professionals/covid-19-advice-all-health-professionals#position
The MOH Risk Assessment (see below) demonstrates the low risk to healthcare workers if having
brief interactions (less than 15 minutes) with an unmasked patient that are not aerosol-generating,
even when the said health care worker is wearing a surgical mask. The risk remains consistently low
for interactions longer than 15 minutes and a P2/N95 mask is worn (this does not require further
PPE/or cleaning changes however).
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With this in mind, we recommend two levels of risk and PPE requirements – High and Low. The
higher level is appropriate for patients undergoing dental surgery and those with Covid like
symptoms and the decision to proceed.

Rapid Antigen Testing
With these recommendations in mind, PCR tests within the past 72 hours are supported for patients
undergoing dental surgery whe there is moderate community incidence of COVID. For patients
attending surgery who do not have a PCR result and who screen as low risk, it is recommended that
Rapid Antigen Testing be recommended to provide an additional layer of protection. For all patients
undergoing an examination, a rapid antigen test increases the likelihood of identifying patients who
may have COVID-19 as an additional control to screening questions.

Conclusion
Auckland DHB recommends that:
- The moderate risk category is removed
- If the moderate risk group is retained then the PPE and room stand-down

requirement need to reflect Ministry of Health guidance
-

For moderate community incidence of COVID - Rapid Antigen Testing be considered to
provide an additional later of protection for patients in the surgical setting - but only for
procedures requiring dental surgery (AGP).
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